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As we draw to the close of what has truly been an exceptional year 
at the GLC, I've had the pleasure of reflecting on our many 
achievements and the positive contribution we've made to our 
community. I am immensely proud of how we've continued to 
collectively brought our motto to life: "All Different: All Equal 
Together, Improving Upon Our Best."

It is an absolute privilege to  work with such a talented, 
compassionate, and aspirational group of young people, dedicated 
staff, supportive parents and insightful, committed governors, and 
directors. We are also incredibly grateful for our partners, whose 
diverse perspectives consistently enhance and enrich our offer. This 
year we have particularly enjoyed working with Back on Track as 
part of the Heritage Lottery Fund and with Onside, as they prepare 
to open in the next academic year. 

Celebrating Academic Excellence

Across the GLC, our primary results continue to be very strong, with all results above 
the national average. Our phonics outcomes all exceed the national average, and our 
times tables test results are at least double the national average! 

At Key Stage 2, we are absolutely 
delighted with all our results. Reading, a 
key area of focus for us, has seen 
significant improvement, with 80% of our 
pupils transitioning to secondary school 
as confident readers who read for both 
knowledge and pleasure. While these are 
fantastic results, we still aspire to inspire 
all our children to become avid readers. 
So, please do continue to read to them 
and encourage them to read over 

the summer – it not only widens their vocabulary but also contributes significantly to 
their happiness and well-being.

Furthermore, we are especially pleased to announce that our Greater Depth results 
are also a strength in many areas. These pupils are now on a strong trajectory to 
achieve grades 7, 8, and 9 when they sit their GCSEs – a truly remarkable 
achievement!

These achievements are a testament to the hard work and dedication of our pupils 
and staff and the support and encouragement of parents and carers.  
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Nurturing Talents and Community Spirit

Beyond the excellent academic results, what truly makes the GLC special is the 
amazing range of opportunities our children and young people have. These 
experiences enable them to develop our core values, discover their unique talents and 
skills, and ultimately become active and thriving citizens. This is as a result of our 
entire community collaborating on plans, policies, performances, and events 
throughout the year. We're currently working on our fourth video to showcase a 
selection of these highlights, which we look forward to sharing with you in 
September.

Our Valued Team
At the end of the year, we bid farewell to a few valued members of staff. Some are 
moving on to well-deserved promotions, while others are relocating or taking on new 
opportunities. We wish them every success in their future and know they'll remain 
part of the GLC family. We've also been delighted to welcome some new staff 
recently, and have a couple more joining us in September, ensuring we are fully 
staffed across the GLC. I'm incredibly excited to see what next year brings for our 
community!

Thank You

Last but certainly not least, I want to take this opportunity to extend my sincere 
gratitude for your continued support. It is truly appreciated.

Wishing you all a very happy and restful summer holiday! 

Please do scroll to the end of this newsletter for some fantastic opportunities for you 
and your children to enjoy during the break.
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We received some wonderful feedback from Megan Prigmore, Lower Thames 
Crossing.

“I just wanted to drop you a message whilst I remember! I attended an event 
today for Onside Youth Zone Thames Gateway where 3 of your students 

presented.
 

Elwen, Abbie and Eliza from Year 9 spoke at the event to a group of approx. 30+ 
attendees which included local businesses, MP’s and charities. They each spoke 

so clearly, in a confident manner that outshone their years, they really done 
themselves and the school proud!”

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 6 Visit to the 
Thurrock Drama 
Festival 

On Wednesday 3rd 
June, Year 6 pupils 
enjoyed a visit to the 
Thurrock Drama 
Festival at the 
Thameside Theatre, 
hosted by the Royal 
Ballet and Opera.

The children 
experienced a 
morning of inspiring 
live performances, 
gaining a valuable 
insight into the world 
of theatre and drama. 
The visit supported 
their understanding of 
performance and 
provided inspiration 
for the musical 
productions they are currently working on in school.

We were extremely proud of how well the children represented our school and the 
enthusiasm they showed throughout the event.

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Spanish Food Tasting

Year 5 pupils across the trust took part in a 
Spanish food tasting activity during their Spanish 
lessons, a fun and engaging way to bring Spanish 
language and culture to life.

They explored a range of traditional Spanish 
foods, including chorizo, tortilla española 
(Spanish omelette), pan con aceite (bread with 
olive oil), magdalenas (traditional Spanish cakes), 
and the infamous olives!

Throughout the activity, pupils practised their 
Spanish manners and language skills by asking 
for more food, giving their opinions, and using 
expressions such as ¡Qué asco! ("How 
disgusting!") and ¡Qué rico! ("How delicious!").

The clear favourite was the magdalenas, with 
many pupils finishing the lesson saying, 
"Mmmm… ¡Qué rico, me encantó!" ("Mmm… 
Delicious, I loved it!"). 

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Windrush Celebration

The Community Windrush Celebration on 23 June was a vibrant afternoon 
celebrating the rich heritage of the Windrush generation and 75 years of steel 
pan culture. The event brought the community together through inspiring 
performances, students from The Gateway Learning Community (GLC) schools, 
Woodside Academy, Tilbury Port, Bumps, Birth and Beyond, and the Thurrock 
Steel Orchestra. Through music, storytelling and creativity, the celebration 
honoured the lasting cultural legacy of the Windrush generation while 
showcasing the power of music and community to bring people of all ages 
together. 

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Summer Arts Festival 2026

The Gateway Learning Community Summer Arts Festival was a wonderful 
celebration of creativity, talent and achievement, showcasing the fantastic work 
our children have produced throughout the year. Families enjoyed a varied 
programme of performances, including inspiring pieces from the Choir, 
energetic rhythms from GLC Bloco, expressive poetry recitals, Modern Foreign 
Languages songs and poetry, and a selection of outstanding dances from the GA 
Annual Dance Show. The festival highlighted the enthusiasm, confidence and 
artistic talents of our students, celebrating the rich and vibrant arts culture 
across our learning community. 

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Residential Trip to Stubbers

The year 6 children and staff had an amazing time on their residential trip. Children 
had the opportunity to raft build (and sail), climb, bell boat, laser tag or archery 
combat, bushcraft, team games. They also got to camp out and become independent. 
Everyone was impeccably behaved (the children) and very tired (the teachers) after 
such a fun-filled weekend. If any Year 5 children are considering going next year, we 
would strongly recommend signing up before the deadline closes.

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Thurrock Infant Music Festival

On Monday 6th July, Year 2 pupils  took part in the Thurrock Infant Music Festival. 
The children proudly showcased the songs they had been learning over the past few 
weeks alongside pupils from other schools across Thurrock.
As part of the festival, Year 2 performed sharing an inspiring message of kindness, 
acceptance and inclusion, reflecting the values of the GLC. The children sang with 
enthusiasm and confidence, representing the GLC brilliantly throughout the 
performance. We are incredibly proud of all the pupils for their hard work, dedication 
and outstanding behaviour. It was a fantastic celebration of music, teamwork and 
community, and a memorable experience for everyone involved.

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Thurrock Junior Music Festival

Pupils from across The Gateway Learning Community were proud to take part in this 
year's Thurrock Junior Music Festival, showcasing their talents as members of both the 
choir and the Bloco percussion ensemble. Performing alongside children from schools 
across the borough, they demonstrated outstanding musical ability, enthusiasm and 
teamwork. Their hard work and dedication were evident throughout the 
performances, making it a memorable celebration of music and creativity. We are 
incredibly proud of all the children who represented The Gateway Learning 
Community so brilliantly.

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 6 Musicals - The Greatest Show

What an incredible way to round off the year! Our Year 6 pupils across The Gateway 
Learning Community have now all performed The Greatest Show to fellow pupils and 
proud families. The performances have been a wonderful celebration of their talent, 
confidence and teamwork, and every child should be immensely proud of what they 
have achieved.

Over the past few weeks, the children have shown outstanding commitment, working 
hard to learn their lines, songs and choreography while supporting one another every 
step of the way. Their enthusiasm, resilience and dedication have shone through, 
making each performance of The Greatest Show a memorable occasion for everyone 
who watched.

https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1


Environment Project

This term, photography students visited a local garden centre to capture macro 
photographs for their Environment Project. They produced some outstanding work, 
exploring a variety of subjects and techniques to create a diverse and engaging 
collection of images. The visit provided an excellent opportunity to develop their 
close-up photography skills while observing the intricate details found in the natural 
environment.
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https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Trip to Hunger Games on Stage 

The GA drama students enjoyed an exciting trip to see the stage production of The 
Hunger Games: On Stage, this term. The performance brought the popular story to life 
through impressive staging, powerful acting, and creative special effects. Students 
were inspired by the production's innovative use of theatre techniques and gained 
valuable insight into how a well-known novel can be adapted for the stage. The trip 
was both entertaining and educational, providing a memorable experience for 
everyone who attended.

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Masterclass - Gateway Learners Explore 
Animal Psychology

On Monday 15 June, 35 of our more able 
students took part in an engaging and 
intellectually challenging masterclass on Animal 
Psychology, delivered by former Gateway 
Academy student Abiaz Afzal, who is currently 
in his fifth year studying Medicine at the 
University of Cambridge.

The session provided students with a fascinating 
insight into an area of study far beyond the 
scope of the secondary school curriculum. 
Drawing upon concepts typically encountered at 
university level, Abiaz introduced students to 
key theories and research surrounding animal 
behaviour, cognition and decision-making, 
encouraging them to think critically about how 
animals perceive and interact with the world 
around them.

Throughout the masterclass, students explored 
complex psychological concepts, examined 
real-world research studies and discussed the 
implications of animal intelligence and 
behaviour. The session challenged students to 
develop their analytical thinking skills and 
demonstrated how scientific research can be 
applied to answer important questions about the 
natural world.

As a former Gateway student, Abiaz was also able to share his own academic journey, 
offering valuable insight into studying at one of the world's leading universities and 
inspiring students to aim high in their own educational aspirations.

The masterclass forms part of Gateway’s commitment to providing enriching 
opportunities for our more able learners, exposing them to university-level thinking 
and broadening their understanding beyond the classroom curriculum.

We would like to thank Abiaz for giving his time to support our students and for 
delivering such an informative and thought-provoking session.

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1


Back to
Main Page 

Click for More 
News Articles

Year 11 Graduation

The Gateway Academy’s Year 11 Graduation Ceremony was a memorable occasion 
celebrating the hard work, resilience, and achievements of our students as they 
reached an important milestone in their educational journey. Surrounded by family, 
friends, and staff, students reflected on their experiences, celebrated their successes, 
and looked ahead to exciting new opportunities. The event was filled with pride, 
inspiration, and recognition of the dedication shown by the Year 11 cohort, making it 
a fitting farewell as they prepare for the next chapter of their lives.

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 10 - From Starch to Pasta

The Year 10 students have successfully made pasta from starch and prepared a pasta 
sauce from scratch, demonstrating their understanding of how raw ingredients can be 
transformed through practical processes. By working through each stage, they 
explored the science behind starch and its role in creating dough, while also 
developing an appreciation of how fresh ingredients can be combined to create a 
balanced and flavourful sauce. This hands-on experience helped them develop their 
technical skills and confidence in the kitchen, allowing them to connect theory with 
practice while producing a tangible and rewarding final product.

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 11 Prom

The Year 11 Prom at Orsett Hall was a wonderful evening and the perfect way to 
celebrate the end of an important chapter. Students arrived dressed to impress, 
enjoying a memorable night with friends, music, dancing, and laughter in the beautiful 
surroundings of the venue. It was a fantastic opportunity to reflect on their time at 
school, celebrate their achievements, and create lasting memories before beginning 
their next exciting journey. 

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Cadets Visit

Our cadets have 
enjoyed a busy and 
rewarding day, 
competing alongside 
more than 400 fellow 
cadets in a range of 
challenging and 
exciting activities.

Throughout the day, 
they demonstrated 
teamwork, 
determination, and 
resilience as they 
took part in drill, 
archery, 
problem-solving 
exercises, command 
tasks, and shooting 
competitions. It was a 
fantastic opportunity 
to develop new skills, 
build confidence, and 
represent the unit 
with pride.

Well done to all of our cadets for their enthusiasm and commitment throughout the 
event.

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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The Gateway Academy, Inspiring the Community 

LinkedIn Post: 

https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/christian-gould-17049819_felt-so-inspired-yesterday-after-interviewing-activity-7480631967445708802-tGKi


Gateway Academy Sports Success

This year has been one of the most successful in our school's sporting history, with 
pupils achieving outstanding results across a range of competitions and demonstrating 
the dedication, commitment, and resilience that underpin our sporting culture.
One of the standout achievements came in athletics, where all four of our ESAA 
athletics teams qualified for the Regional Finals. This marks the first time in the 
school's history that every team has reached this stage of the competition, a fantastic 
accomplishment and a testament to the hard work of both our athletes and coaching 
staff.

Our success continued at district and county level, with eight pupils selected to 
represent the district at the County Athletics Championships. Competing against some 
of the very best young athletes in Essex, our students performed exceptionally well. 
Tobi Salman secured an outstanding second-place finish, achieving the national 
qualifying standard and earning selection to represent Essex at the prestigious English 
Schools' Athletics Championships. This is a remarkable achievement and one that 
reflects Tobi's dedication and talent.

Further success came from Kimani Babatunde, who produced an excellent 
performance to finish fourth in the Discus competition. It was inspiring to see all of our 
athletes competing with confidence and determination at such a high level.
We are also delighted to report that, following the recent District Athletics event, we 
were crowned champions for the fourth consecutive year. The margin of victory was 
particularly impressive, with our pupils amassing an outstanding 540 points, 
compared to 397 points achieved by the next highest placed school, making this our 
largest winning margin to date. This incredible achievement is once again a testament 
to the hard work, commitment and dedication of both our pupils and staff. Particularly 
pleasing were our performances across the field and technical events, which are a clear 
reflection of the significant time, effort and focus that has been invested in developing 
these areas. A fantastic achievement and one that everyone involved should be 
extremely proud of.

Away from the athletics track, our basketball programme continues to flourish. The 
Year 7 girls' team enjoyed a superb season, reaching the Junior NBA Finals, which will 
take place at the University of East London. Their achievement highlights the growing 
strength of basketball within the school and the exciting opportunities available to our 
young athletes.

These successes are a reflection of the hard work, commitment, and positive attitude 
shown by our pupils throughout the year. They should also serve as inspiration for all 
students as we look ahead to next season. With continued dedication and ambition, we 
are excited to see our sporting achievements reach even greater heights in the year to 
come.
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https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-gatewayacademy.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1


Back to
Main Page 

100% Club

The Gateway Primary Free School 100% Club celebrates and rewards pupils who 
achieve 100% attendance throughout the half term. As a special treat, these children 
take part in a fun activity on the last day of term, recognising their commitment to 
excellent attendance and punctuality. During Summer 1, pupils enjoyed an exciting 
water fight, which was a huge success and provided lots of laughter and memorable 
moments.
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https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Eco Community Fest 
 
Despite the forecast of poor weather, the Gateway Primary Free School Eco 
Community Fest was a fantastic success and spirits were not dampened. The event 
was moved indoors, where each year group transformed their classrooms into vibrant 
stalls showcasing and selling their eco-themed creations. Families enjoyed a variety of 
games and activities organised by the pupils, creating a fun and welcoming 
atmosphere throughout the school. The event was further enriched by community 
partners who joined us to inform, entertain, and offer a range of products and services 
to our families. It was a wonderful celebration of creativity, sustainability, and 
community spirit. 
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https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 3 Visit to Hyde Hall

Year 3 enjoyed an exciting educational visit to Hyde Hall, where they had the 
opportunity to explore the beautiful gardens and learn more about plants, habitats, 
and the natural environment. Throughout the day, the children took part in engaging 
activities that brought their classroom learning to life and encouraged them to 
develop a greater appreciation for nature. They represented the school brilliantly, 
showing enthusiasm, curiosity, and excellent behaviour throughout the visit. 

https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 2 Trip to Colchester Zoo

Year 2 enjoyed an exciting educational visit to Colchester Zoo, where they had 
the opportunity to see a wide variety of animals from around the world. The 
trip helped bring their learning to life as they explored different habitats, 
discovered interesting animal facts, and developed a greater understanding of 
wildlife and conservation. The children were enthusiastic and engaged 
throughout the day, making it a memorable and enjoyable learning experience 
for all.

https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Inspiring Our Future Leaders 

Our Head Pupils and House Captains 
recently spoke to our Year 5 students 
about the exciting leadership 
opportunities available in Year 6, as 
applications for next year's roles are 
now open. They shared their 
experiences, explained the 
responsibilities of each position, and 
encouraged pupils to consider how 
they can make a positive contribution 
to the school community through 
leadership.

https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 1 Visit to Chalkwell Beach

On Thursday 2nd July, Year 1 at GPFS enjoyed a fantastic trip to Chalkwell 
Beach as part of their Geography topic on the seaside. The children explored the 
coast through activities including crabbing, rock pooling and building 
sandcastles, while identifying human features such as the promenade and cafés, 
and physical features including the beach, sea and rocks.
The visit provided a valuable opportunity to bring their classroom learning to 
life, and the children represented GPFS brilliantly with their excellent behaviour 
and enthusiasm. To round off a wonderful day, everyone enjoyed a well-earned 
ice cream!

https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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GPFS Sports

It has been a fantastic term for sport at GPFS, with our pupils achieving outstanding 
success across a range of competitions. Our KS2 team finished 1st in the track events 
and 3rd overall at the Thurrock Borough Olympics, while our KS1 team secured 3rd in 
the track events and 4th overall, with more than half of the children winning medals. 
To round off an incredible sporting term, both our Year 5 Gators boys' and girls' 
basketball teams were crowned champions, each finishing 1st overall. We are 
immensely proud of every child for representing GPFS with such determination, 
teamwork and resilience. 

Little Achievers Award

We are absolutely thrilled to share some wonderful news with our school community.

Huge congratulations to our pupil, 
Safiyan, who won the Little Achievers 
Award at the Thurrock SEND/AP Awards 
2026!

Safiyan truly embodies our school’s core 
values, consistently demonstrating 
incredible aspiration and compassion in 
everything he does. He has already 
achieved so much, and the entire school 
community is incredibly proud of him.

Join us in celebrating Safiyan’s fantastic 
achievement!

https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-primaryfreeschool.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Sports Day

Herringham Primary Academy's Sports Day was a fantastic celebration of teamwork, 
determination and sporting spirit. Pupils from across the school took part in a range of 
exciting events, demonstrating resilience, enthusiasm and encouragement for one 
another throughout the day. It was wonderful to see children challenging themselves, 
celebrating successes and showing excellent sportsmanship. Thank you to all the staff, 
families and supporters who helped make the event such an enjoyable and memorable 
occasion for everyone involved. 

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 3 Trip to Hyde Hall

Year 3 had a fantastic trip to Hyde Hall, packed with hands-on learning and discovery. 
The day began with the children becoming plant scientists, exploring seeds and 
learning where everyday foods come from—there was great excitement in discovering 
that chocolate comes from cocoa pods and corn from sweetcorn! They then took part in 
a range of activities across outdoor and indoor learning zones, including plant 
hunting, creating nature bookmarks, building bird nests, making texture rubbings, 
learning about pollination, and designing their own recycled plant pots to take home. 
The children had an amazing time and demonstrated exemplary behaviour 
throughout. We are incredibly proud of them and would like to extend a huge thank 
you to our parent helpers for their invaluable support in making the day possible. 

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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HPA’s Eco Community Fest 

Herringham Primary Academy’s Eco Community Fest was a vibrant and engaging 
celebration that successfully combined creativity, environmental awareness, and 
community involvement. The event welcomed pupils, families, and members of the 
local community. Each year group proudly showcased and sold their eco-themed 
creations, while a variety of games and stalls provided enjoyment for visitors of all 
ages. Local organisations and businesses made valuable contributions by sharing their 
knowledge, interacting with attendees, and presenting a range of services and 
products.

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 1 Visit to 
Chalkwell Beach

The Year 1 children 
enjoyed a wonderful 
visit to Chalkwell 
Beach, where they 
explored the seaside 
environment and 
took part in a range 
of engaging activities. 
The trip provided an 
excellent opportunity 
for the children to 
develop their 
observational skills, 
learn about coastal 
habitats, and 
appreciate the 
natural world around 
them. They 
demonstrated great 
enthusiasm 
throughout the day 
and returned with 
many happy 
memories from this 
enjoyable outdoor 
learning experience. 

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Reception Visit to the Sealife Centre

Our Reception children enjoyed a fantastic day out at the Sea Life Centre in Southend, 
where they discovered a wonderful variety of fascinating sea creatures and learned 
more about life beneath the waves. After their visit, the children had fun exploring the 
beach, making the most of the seaside atmosphere, before rounding off their 
adventure with an ice cream treat. It was a memorable day filled with learning, 
laughter, and smiles. 

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Monster Pinch Pots!

Year 6 showed off their creativity skills in art when visiting the Gateway Academy, 
making monster pinch pots! They will be fired in the kiln and then given to the 
children in a few weeks to paint

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 2 WOOF Time Traveller Workshop

Throughout Summer 2, the children took part in an exciting drama workshop that 
unfolded over several weeks. They began by creating and role-playing their own 
community, Best Town, where everyone had a different role to play. After a werewolf 
invasion and a town meeting led by Mayor Ari, the children worked together to 
uncover who was suspicious in a game inspired by The Traitors. Their adventure then 
took them on a mystery mission, solving clues to unlock a secret room where they met 
the Professor from WOOF (Wardrobes of Our Friends), who revealed that wardrobes 
were time-travelling machines! Inspired by messages from the future, the children 
created their own imaginative stories using random objects as prompts and prepared 
to perform them for a special time traveller. As part of their preparations, they decided 
they would teach Daniel Defoe three modern-day things: the Macarena, the song 
Unwritten, and how to use an iPad. The workshop concluded with a visit to the library, 
where, after a drama warm-up, the children performed their stories before an 
unexpected visit from Daniel Defoe himself, bringing their exciting time-travelling 
adventure to life. 

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Nursery Adventure to the Gruffalo Trail

Nursery headed out into the "deep dark wood" for a day inspired by one of our 
favourite stories, The Gruffalo.

Here’s a little peek at what our mini-explorers got up to:

Following the Gruffalo Trail: The children kept their eyes peeled for clues, searching 
high and low for Fox’s underground house, Snake’s log-pile house, and Owl’s treetop 
branch.

Whipping up "Gruffalo Food": In our mud kitchen, the children got busy mixing up 
some delicious (pretend!) treats. We had bowls of "Scrambled Snake," plates of 
"Roasted Fox," and plenty of "Gruffalo Crumble" made from mud, leaves, and berries!

Crafting Pine Cone Owls: Back at our log tables, we put our fine motor skills to work! 
Using pine cones, wood chips, and autumn leaves, the children crafted their very own 
adorable woodland owls to take home.

Climbing Trees & Finding Balance: To top it all off, we tested our strength and bravery 
by climbing low-hanging branches and balancing on fallen logs.

We saw so much brilliant teamwork, sharing, and imaginative play today. 

https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-herringham.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Exploring Different Cultures in Reception

Reception have been exploring different cultures, traditions, and beliefs. During our 
family learning session, the Reception children shared aspects of their cultures, 
including traditional clothing and foods. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.

Click for More 
News Articles

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1


Back to
Main Page 

Click for More 
News Articles

LPA’s Successful Wellbeing Walk 

Parents and pupils thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the Well-Being Walk organised 
by the Well-Being Ambassadors on 4th June 2026. The event provided a wonderful 
opportunity for families to come together, be active, and celebrate the Five Ways to 
Wellbeing: Connect, Be Active, Take Notice, Keep Learning and Give. As participants 
walked around the school grounds, they enjoyed spending quality time together, 
chatting with friends, and appreciating the outdoors. The afternoon was filled with 
smiles, laughter, and a strong sense of community, highlighting the importance of 
looking after our mental health and well-being. Thank you to everyone who attended 
and helped make the event such a positive and memorable experience.

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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LPA’s Eco Community Fest 

Lansdowne Primary Academy's Eco Community Fest was a lively and memorable 
event that brought together creativity, sustainability, and community spirit. Taking 
place on the school grounds, the festival welcomed pupils, families, and local residents 
for an enjoyable afternoon packed with activities, entertainment, and eco-friendly 
initiatives. Each year group proudly presented and sold their environmentally themed 
projects, while games and stalls offered plenty of fun for all ages. Community groups 
and local businesses also played an important role, sharing their expertise, engaging 
with visitors, and showcasing a variety of services and products. The event 
successfully highlighted the importance of environmental awareness while 
strengthening the bonds between the school and the local community.

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 5 Hamlet Workshop

This half term, our Year 5 writers have been diving into the dramatic and captivating 
world of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. To launch this exciting topic, the children took part in a 
brilliant, immersive workshop that helped them unpick the complex storyline and get 
to know the play's fascinating characters. Through the use of drama and creative 
freeze-frames, they actively brought the story to life, stepping directly into the shoes of 
the characters to explore their conflicting emotions and hidden motivations. This 
hands-on experience has not only built their confidence in interpreting classic 
literature, but it has also given them a rich foundation of vocabulary and ideas. 

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Sports Day at LPA

The energy and atmosphere during Sports Day was absolutely sensational. This started 
from the pupils participating, the spectators cheering on and the teachers encouraging. 
A massive well done to all who took part and made the day such a great event, but a 
massive congratulations to the Nelson Mandela house who won with a whopping 319 
points.

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Nursery Adventure Along the Gruffalo Trail

Nursery children who are going up to Reception enjoyed their trip to The Gruffalo trail 
at Thorndon Park. Children explored the woods, looking for all the characters from the 
story. They sang songs, pretended to be squirrels and used loose parts on the ground to 
create their own owls and snakes. We had such fun!

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Reception Visit 
to the Sealife 
Centre

The Reception 
children visited 
the Sea Life 
Centre for their 
end of year trip, 
where we saw 
lots of sea 
creatures.. The 
penguins and 
meerkats were a 
big highlight of 
the trip, and the 
children had a 
fantastic time 
exploring and 
learning.

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Sports Day 

What a spectacular Sports Day! The sun was shining brightly, and while the summer 
heat certainly brought an extra challenge, it couldn't dampen the incredible school 
spirit on display. Since today was all about non-competitive fun, the focus was entirely 
on participation, teamwork, and trying our best. From laughter-filled obstacle courses 
to collaborative team activities, our students showed amazing encouragement and 
support for one another. A huge thank you to all the teachers, volunteers, and cheering 
parents who helped make the day such a blazing success—everyone went home tired, 
sun-kissed, and with big smiles on their faces! 

Click for More 
News Articles

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1


Back to
Main Page 

Click for More 
News Articles

Eco Community Fest 
 
Tilbury Pioneer Academy's Eco Community Fest was a fantastic celebration of 
creativity, sustainability, and community spirit. Held outdoors on the school grounds, 
the event brought together pupils, families, and members of the local community for 
an enjoyable afternoon of activities and entertainment. Year groups proudly showcased 
and sold their eco-themed creations, while a variety of games and stalls provided fun 
for visitors of all ages. The event was further enhanced by community partners who 
joined us to share information, entertain attendees, and offer a range of products and 
services. The Eco Fest was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate environmental 
awareness while strengthening connections within the local community. 

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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A Seaside 
Adventure at 
Chalkwell Beach

Year 1 had a 
wonderful visit to 
Chalkwell Beach, 
where they enjoyed 
exploring the seaside 
environment and 
learning outside the 
classroom. The 
children observed 
natural features such 
as the sand, shells, 
and sea, while 
taking part in fun, 
hands-on activities 
that sparked their 
curiosity about the 
coast. The trip 
provided a great 
opportunity for 
them to build 
confidence, work 
together, and create 
happy memories in a 
new and exciting 
setting.

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Year 2 Visit to Colchester Zoo

This term, our Year 2 pupils enjoyed an exciting visit to the zoo as part of their 
science learning. The children had the opportunity to observe a wide range of 
animals up close, linking their observations to their work on habitats. 
Throughout the day, the pupils demonstrated excellent behaviour, curiosity, and 
enthusiasm. The visit also supported the children’s understanding of 
conservation and the importance of protecting endangered species.  Staff were 
incredibly proud of how well the children represented the school. It was a 
memorable and valuable experience.

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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TPA’s School Council meets MP Jen 
Craft

Some of our fantastic School Council 
members met with local MP Jen Craft 
this half term! They led her on a 'Beat the 
Street' walk to show how the game 
benefits our health and community.

The pupils also shared our recent Pupil 
Voice survey results to advocate for local 
improvements. Impressed by their 
passion, Jen Craft has invited the council 
to send her formal letters detailing these 
issues so they can work on solutions 
together. We are so proud of our 
Pioneers for making their voices heard!

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Adventure at Hyde Hall

We had the most wonderful school trip 
to Hyde Hall exploring real life 
meadows and gardens! The children 
had a blast with some fun indoor 
activities before heading outside to 
walk through the beautiful grounds. 
They spotted scurrying squirrels, 
watched ducks, and looked at a vibrant 
array of flowers. To top off a fantastic 
day of learning, everyone scavenged for 
fallen leaves to create their very own 
nature bookmarks. It was a truly 
magical day out.

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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Culture Day

Culture Day was a wonderful opportunity for the children to celebrate the rich 
diversity within our school community. Everyone was invited to wear something that 
represented their own culture, heritage or family traditions, proudly sharing what 
makes them unique. Throughout the day, we celebrated the many backgrounds, 
customs and experiences that make our class so special, encouraging respect, curiosity 
and appreciation for one another. It was a fantastic reminder that while we may come 
from different cultures and traditions, we are all part of one inclusive school 
community where everyone is valued and celebrated. 

https://www.theglc-pioneer.org.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1
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The GLC Primary Competencies

Click on the icons to view the GLC video relating to each competency. 

The GLC LPA Thrive Hive 
Click here for more information

Dates for Your 
Diary 
GLC Calendar 
2025-26   

GLC Events Overview
Dates for your diary: take a look at the GLC events happening 
throughout this half term. If you have any queries, do not 
hesitate to contact Claire Couves, claire.couves@theglc.org.uk  

Check it out! 

https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/page/?title=The+GLC+Lansdowne+Primary+Academy+Thrive+Hive&pid=57&action=saved
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QWlwAl_TH1Kbf-zxSgHZfJjjgYqKf3dBM-goiN7t0OY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QWlwAl_TH1Kbf-zxSgHZfJjjgYqKf3dBM-goiN7t0OY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rqUli1nbwnzpN_efkv6koVixHYxeT30stIROQb0Kvvs/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=112379832813282426950
mailto:claire.couves@theglc.org.uk
https://youtu.be/DJgWhROgxsc
https://youtu.be/9FLyyQDwrgc
https://youtu.be/zmO0PoogHC8
https://youtu.be/_f3Q_4-LZfc
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Our People Strategy 

Our aim is to attract great people who want to help us to achieve our motto, mission 
and values. We are committed to creating working practices which enable all members 
of our team to thrive in a supportive environment.

Click on the images below for more information

Thinking about buying an e-scooter for 
your child this summer?

Before you do, make sure you know the 
law.
Many people don't realise that 
privately-owned e-scooters can't be 
ridden on roads, pavements or cycle 
paths. They can only be used on private 
land with the landowner's permission.

So far this year, we have seized more 
than 180 e-scooters being used illegally. 
Riders can face penalties, and parents, 
grandparents or guardians who allow 
illegal use could also be committing an 
offence.

Let's keep everyone safe this summer by 
knowing the rules before you ride.
Think before you ride. Find out more on 
our website: Advice on e-scooter usage | 
Essex Police

https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/advice-escooters/
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/advice-escooters/
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Welcoming+Great+People&pid=62
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Retaining+Great+People&pid=64
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Developing+Great+People&pid=63
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Please see the details of the latest vacancies: 

Check out the new vacancies webpage Gateway Learning 
Community - Vacancies 

             

Please share with your friends and family and on your social media platforms to 
encourage the right candidate to join our team. #jointheglctrust 

As part of the GLC recruitment strategy the GLC will pay current employees a 
finders’ fee of £500 (subject to necessary deductions) for every appointed teacher 
and/or LSA they recommend (please see recruitment and retention policy for full 
details).

GA GPFS HPA LPA TPA GLC

Invigilators

 

Assistant 
Head with 
Responsibil
ity for 
Personal 
Developme
nt

GLC Cover 
Supervisor

GLC 
Inclusion 
Advocate

Level 6 
Finance 
Apprentice

https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=43
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=65
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=65
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=43&vacancyid=80
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Search?TrustId=58&Distance=100
https://www.theglc.org.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=65
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Thurrock Activity brochure - Summer Holiday 2026

With the summer holidays fast approaching, please see a link to our Summer Holiday 
Activities in Thurrock brochure. We would be grateful if you could share the below 
link to the brochure with your parents and carers:
 
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/bea9ee3242.html
 
The brochure brings together a wide range of activities, events, clubs, and 
opportunities taking place across the borough throughout the summer break. Whether 
families are looking for sports activities, creative sessions, outdoor adventures, 
community events, or low-cost and free things to do, the brochure provides 
information to help keep children and young people engaged and active over the 
holidays.

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com?d=heyzine.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9oZXl6aW5lLmNvbS9mbGlwLWJvb2svYmVhOWVlMzI0Mi5odG1s&i=NjQ2ZjQwZjYxZjBiZjU3MjRmNGVkMzAw&t=bUw5cnJ4UkJHdnBUb0dGalhXQzRhTWZROWRvank4UjRTaEwwK1FoWGJoUT0=&h=3263194d6c3e41848b34fe1fb1917ece&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYUYfWTCEm-qsxJITumnMWb7kakAJX1AOqK-TfrCuPndA
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Here is your June version of the Thurrock Free & Low 
Cost Physical Activity Booklet.

 
It can be downloaded here.  
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https://thurrockcvs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Thurrock-FLC-Physical-Activity-Booklet-June-2026.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12kANnIBl663FpbqO3JFRd0o399j-Yt-H/view?usp=sharing
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